
What Is It? What Isn’t It?



What’s The Deal…

I like to start by clarifying  the goal of my 
work and of this talk

…and I find it useful to state it at the outset.

It is…



1. To move the United States to change its position on 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict so that it is more even 
handed..as it is lopsided now

2. To encourage a two state solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict that would include an end to the 
41 year Israeli Occupation of Palestinian territories, 
the dismantling of all illegal Israeli settlements, the 
creation of a viable Palestinian state in the West 
Bank and Gaza and a secure Israel within its 1967 
borders based upon UN Resolutions and 
international law

3. More broadly, to work for what I would call a `new 
vision of US foreign policy throughout the entire 
region



Discussion needs context…
With those thoughts in mind I would add

 For strategic reasons, the US has pursued a lopsided pro-
Israeli policy since 1967, but it has never been more lop-
sided than during the Bush Administration years.

 The peace initiatives of the past years (Annapolis) have not 
been serious attempts  to build a lasting peace as we can 
see from the results

 The prospects for achieving a peace with justice in the near 
future, or seeing qualitative changes in US policy towards 
the Israeli-Palestinian crisis are, unfortunately, rather dim 
regardless of who wins the presidential race



Still, there seems to be something of
A shift in public opinion towards the Israel-Palestine crisis on a grass 

roots level…

One can see it in a number of ways

1. Initiatives for sanctions against companies benefitting from the 
Israeli occupation

2. Initiatives in the protestant churches (Methodist, Presbyterian, 
United Church of Christ) more openly critical of the occupation

3. The emergence of Jewish groups that define themselves as `pro-
Israel’ and `pro-peace’ – Tikkun, B’rit Tzedek v’Shalom, Jewish Voice 
for Peace (all of which have active, if small constituency groups here 
in Colorado



Changing Attitudes Towards Israel
In the past few years, a number of 

books have appeared criticizing Israeli 
policies in the Occupied Territories as 
well as accusing the `pro-Israel’  lobby 
of undue influence over Congress and 
US foreign policy



Among Them:
Mearsheimer and Walt’s The Israel 

Lobby

Jimmy Carter’s Palestine: Peace Not 
Apartheid

James Petras’ The Power of Israel in 
the United States





So……

What’s the deal?



How To Proceed?
Let’s try to put the Israel Lobby into context
 Overall US foreign policy

 Main themes of US Middle East Policy

 The Israel Lobby – What it is, isn’t , How it functions

 Local Case Study: Campaign to Divest PERA from 
companies doing business with Iran



Overall US Policy Objectives
Developed in the environment of the Post 

Cold War…

Number of position papers in the early 
1990s, emergence of the Project for a New 
American Century..basically became the 
program of the Bush Administration, this 
before 9/11



Elliott Abrams Gary Bauer William J. Bennett Jeb Bush

Dick Cheney Eliot A. Cohen Midge Decter Paula 

Dobriansky Steve Forbes

Aaron Friedberg Francis Fukuyama Frank Gaffney Fred C. Ikle

Donald Kagan Zalmay Khalilzad I. Lewis Libby Norman 

Podhoretz

Dan Quayle Peter W. Rodman Stephen P. Rosen Henry S. 

Rowen

Donald Rumsfeld Vin Weber George Weigel Paul Wolfowitz



Main ideas of the Project for New American 
Century:

 • we need to increase defense spending significantly if 
we are to carry out our global responsibilities today 
and modernize our armed forces for the future;
• we need to strengthen our ties to democratic allies 
and to challenge regimes hostile to our interests and 
values;
• we need to promote the cause of political and 
economic freedom abroad; [and]
• we need to accept responsibility for America's unique 
role in preserving and extending an international 
order friendly to our security, our prosperity, and our 
principles.



It goes on to add:
While "Such a Reaganite policy of 

military strength and moral clarity may 
not be fashionable today [1997]," the 
"Statement of Principles" concludes, "it 
is necessary if the United States is to 
build on the successes of this past 
century and to ensure our security and 
our greatness in the next."[20]

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Project_for_the_New_American_Century
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Project_for_the_New_American_Century


Need to add several elements to this 
strategy

The US will not permit the emergence of a 
major competitor for world dominance

The US will take pre-emptive action to deny 
the emergence of a possible competitor

The US will – to the degree possible –
control the main sources our energy for the 
global economy



With This In Mind, We Need To Ask

In terms of US 
Middle East 
policy…what are the 
main interests?





1.Main policy – control of oil 
and gas supplies 
2 Sale of weapons, financial 
services
3.Support for Israel



From the point of view of US 
strategic interests, Israel..
 - Doesn’t have oil

 - Doesn’t have oil money to invest in US financial 
institutions or buy US bonds

 - Doesn’t buy US weapons – as it gets almost all of its 
weapons in the form of grants and loans from the US 
government. 

 So…from the point of view of energy, investment, 
weapons sales and construction contracts, it means 
rather little



But…
 Be that as it may…

 Israel receives an inordinate amount of US military and 
economic aid. Last week there was yet another approval –
this of 1000 pound bunker bombs -

 Israel has enjoyed strategic agreements with the United 
States unlike those this country has with any other nation

 The United States has supported Israel, rarely criticized its 
more immoral policies in the Occupied Territories 



US Aid To Israel
a) Since the October War in 1973, Washington has provided 

Israel with a level of support dwarfing the amounts 
provided to any other state. 

b) It has been the largest annual recipient of direct U.S. 
economic and military assistance since 1976 and the 
largest total recipient since World War ll.

c) Total direct U.S. aid to Israel amounts to well over $140 
billion in 2003 dollars. Israel receives about $3 billion in 
direct foreign assistance each year, which is roughly one-

fifth of America's entire foreign aid budget. 



And…
 That has people wondering…

How is that Israel, with little strategic 
value in the USA has such support 
while the influence of the oil 
producing states, whose strategic value 
is considerable, seems so much 
weaker?





What’s the deal? (again)
 What can explain the unusual levels of support Israel 

enjoys today in the United States? 

 What is the `pro-Israel’ Lobby anyway? 

 Is it the same as the `Jewish Lobby’? 

 Isn’t that term either  a veiled or open form of anti-
semitism?



1. What explains Israel’s support
 Israel and US strategic interests in the region 

converge..they are different but complementary

 There is still a well-spring of sympathy for the fate of 
the Jews as a result of the holocaust.  Supporting Israel 
is seen by many as a way of supporting Jews. And 
likewise opposing Israel’s policies is viewed as anti-
semitism whether it is or not

 Israel is viewed – in a somewhat exaggerated manner –
but still not entirely inaccurately as `the only 
democracy’ in the Middle East



1. Continued
• Rightly or wrongly, Israel is often perceived in the US 

media as the victim and not the oppressor in its 
relations with the Palestinians in specific and the Arab 
world in general

• Israel has been able to project itself as a besieged 
country surrounded by very powerful and hostile 
enemies whose sole (or main) purpose is to destroy the 
Jewish state



1. Continued again…
 Beyond these reasons which resonate – despite 

questionable accuracy – in the media, there is the 
unspoken reason for US support of Israel – the idea of 
a powerful `pro-Israel’ – or what people really mean 
but refuse to say a `Jewish Lobby’ that is has inordinate 
influence over US policy towards Israel, and US policy 
in the Middle East in general.



So once again….

What’s the deal?



I would argue that the deal is…

The 
Following



That there is such a thing as 

ThePro-Israeli 
Lobby



And although I don’t like the 
term (for reasons I will explain)

There is such a thing as the 
Jewish Lobby (although the 
Jewish Lobby and the Pro-Israeli 
Lobby are not identical)



The Pro-Israeli Lobby includes
1. The Neo-Cons in power (Bush, Cheney, Rumsfeldt 

when he was around, Rice, John Bolton and the like

2. Most of the time, the oil and military lobbies

3. The `Jewish Lobby’ (AIPAC and the Conference of 
Presidents of Major Jewish Organizations)

4. The pro-Israeli Christian Fundamentalist Right Wing

5. The people around the Democratic Leadership 
Council (or DLC)

6. A fair percentage of major American institutions 
(media, labor, church organizations)



A friend in Washington DC…
 Put it this way…

The Israel Lobby has influence, 
…but not `veto power ‘over US 
Middle East policy.



Concerning `the Jewish Lobby’
1. It exists although the term needs 

elaboration and clarification

2. For example, it is not as strong as some of 
Israel’s opponents think. Specifically, it 
does not `RUN’ US foreign policy towards 
Israel…but it does have a good deal of 
influence



Concerning the Jewish Lobby 2
1. At the same time it is not – as many of my Jewish 

friends argue - `just another lobby’…

2. It has become quite active and influential. That it 
influences US policy towards Israel (even if it doesn’t 
direct it) can be seen from the importance that so 
many in Congress give to it. 

3. It is very difficult to `measure’ political power but it 
seems to me that

4. AIPAC has great influence over US policy towards 
Israel, but somewhat less when it comes to Iraq, Iran



Concerning The Jewish Lobby 3
Two Examples of AIPAC’s current activity nationally

1

 H.R. 7112: To impose sanctions with respect to Iran, to 
provide for the divestment of assets in...

 To impose sanctions with respect to Iran, to provide for the 
divestment of assets in Iran by State and local governments 
and other entities, and to identify locations of concern with 
respect to transshipment, reexportation, or diversion of 
certain sensitive items to Iran.



Concerning The Jewish Lobby 4
Two Examples of AIPAC’s current activity nationally

2. HR 362 – They’ve been working on this for months…

 A bill has been introduced in the U.S. Congress that, if it 
becomes law, would impose a naval blockade on Iran. It 
“demands” that the President impose “stringent inspection 
requirements on all persons, vehicles, ships, planes, trains 
and cargo entering or departing Iran.” House Resolution 
362 was introduced May 22, 2008 and was referred to the 
House Committee on Foreign Affairs; today it has 146 co-
sponsors. According Andrew W. Cheetham: “experts say 
that the measures called for in the resolutions amount to 
an act of war”. (7) 



Concerning the Jewish Lobby 5 
1. Actually today there are two Jewish lobbies…

2. The more famous and better funded one is referred to as 
AIPAC – or the American-Israel Political Action 
Committee. Its annual budget the last time I looked 
stood at $64 million. 

3. There is a newer one called J-Street. It claims to be `pro-
Israel’ and `pro-peace’…meaning that it supports Israel’s 
right to exist within its 1967 borders and an end to Israel’s 
occupation of the 1967 territories. It’s annual budget for 
the moment is a rather modest $2 million. It is just 
getting started



Recent Events Are Interesting
 The major diplomatic initiatives of AIPAC and like 

organizations have not been so much about the Israel-
Palestine issue – the Anapolis Process seemed dead in 
the water from the beginning – but about ratcheting 
up the pressure against Iran’s nuclear program

 Here AIPAC – both nationally and locally in Colorado -
have been very active. 



The Main Activities…
 Nationally 

 1. the past two annual AIPAC conventions have 
targeted Iran in a most bellicost fashion

 2. the meeting have included speeches by VP Cheney, 
Condoleeza Rice and others, almost calling for war 
against Iran. The tone of these meetings has been 
nothing short of hysterical



The Main Activities 2
 September 27, 2008 Iran Resolution Shelved in 

Rare Defeat for AIPACby Jim Lobe 
 In a significant and highly unusual defeat for the so-called "Israel Lobby," the 

Democratic leadership of the House of Representatives has decided to shelve a 
long-pending, albeit nonbinding, resolution that called for President George 
W. Bush to launch what critics called a blockade against Iran.

 House Congressional Resolution (HR) 362, whose passage the powerful 
American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC) had made its top legislative 
priority this year, had been poised to pass virtually by acclamation last summer.

 But an unexpectedly strong lobbying effort by a number of grassroots Iranian-
American, Jewish-American, peace, and church groups effectively derailed the 
initiative, although AIPAC and its supporters said they would try to revive it 
next year or if Congress returns to Washington for a "lame-duck" session after 
the November elections.



The Main Activities (3)
 Locally there has been much activity too

 1 It has centered around getting the state legislature to 
pressure the state retirement fund – PERA – to divest 
from companies doing business with Iran

 2. The main lobbyists for this effort has been AIPAC 
(through the Jewish Community Relations Council)

 3. AIPAC won bipartisan support for this effort that 
included the active participation of Governor Ritter, 
Republican State Senator Steve Ward, Democratic 
Representative Joe Rice among others. 



In the end a deal was cut
 PERA agreed in principle to divest from companies 

doing business with Iran’s energy sector in exchange 
for the legislature not coming up with legislation on 
the subject

 A meeting was held in which the governor’s office, 
legislative leaders, AIPAC and PERA came to 
agreement

 It was acknowledged that PERA would not have to 
divest from any funds adversely affecting its fiduciary 
position



Key points To Finish With
1. A dramatic change in US foreign policy to the whole 

Middle East region is needed.

2. The policy of military intervention – in Iraq and 
Afghanistan has failed. 

3. The US Iran policy is a replay of the events before the 
invasion of Iraq

4. Israel’s future  - along with US interests in the 
Middle East -is best assured by making peace with its 
neighbors. To do so it must resolve the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.  



Thank you

This powerpoint presentation was 

developed by R. Prince/Senior 

Lecturer, University of Denver, 

Korbel School of International 

Studies


